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INTRODUCTION
(A digest of Hind1 Prastivani)

1. General Nature

Bhattéraka 1s a term applied 10 a particular type of Jama
ascetics,. Unlike 2 Muni or Yats, these aszetics assumed the
position of a religious ruler. They managed large estates
donated to some temple and enjoyed supreme authority in
religious matters. Their tradition 1s very much similar to that
of the Sankarachiryas.

2. Extent of the Subject

Bhattiraka tradition is found m both Digambara and
Svetdmbara sects. Twentytwo seats of Digambara Bhattdrakas
are known today. Out of these, one seat of Senagana existed
at Ksranja (Dist. Akola, Berar), ten seats of Baldtkdra
Gana existed at Jaipur, Nagore, Ater, Ider, Bhanpur, Surat,
Jerhat, Karanja, Latur and Malkhed, and four seats of
Kisthisangha existed at Hisar, Surat, Gwalior and Karanja.
The complete historical account of these fifteen seats is
embodied m the present work. Remaining seats of Digambara
Bhattiirakas are situated at Kolhapur, Mudbidri, Karkal,
Humbuch and Sravan Belgola, We hope to edit the account
of these seats in the second volume of this work.

3 Age of the tradition

Traditions embodied m the Dhavals, Harivamsapurana
etc. are unanimous about the lne of pontiffs that exsted
during the first seven centuries after Mahévira Bhadrabdhu
I1 and Lohdrya II were the last two pontiffsin this lne.
"T'raditional Pattivalis of various seats of Bhattarakas generally
begm with esther of these two

Exact historical references to these seats are, however,
found from eighth century A. D. To fill up the gap between
these six centuries all traditions claum the famous pontiffs
such as Kundakunda, Samantabhadra, Devanand1 Piijyapada
etc., according to thesrr will,
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Even these referencesfound from eighth century onwards
are not continuous. The later Bhatt@raka traditions generally
begin from the thirteenth century A, D., which continue upto
the present day.

4. Literary Contribution

This volume contains references to about 400 compo-
sitions of various Bhattdrakas. This hiterature 1s mainly divid-
ed mto three topics . epics, stories and texts for worship Epics
and stortes are generally smaller reductions of stories found
in the Padmapuréna of Ravisena, Harivams$apuréna of Jinasena
and Mah@purina of Jinasenma and Gunabhadra. These are
found in Sanskrit, Prikrit, Apabhransa, Hindi, Marathi,
Gujarat:, and Rajasthans, Various Purinas by Sakalakirti of
Ider and numerous Vratakathds by SrutasBgarasiin are note-
worthy References are also found to works on grammar,
astrology, prosody, logic, metaphysics, medicine, mathe-
matics and other allied subjects
§. Contribution towards Art and Architecture

Installatton of various images was considered to be the
mam work of a Bhatt@raka These ceremonies presented a
good opportunity for large religious and social gatherings and
to establish one’s prestige in the society. Various titles such
as Sanghapati, Seth etc, were conferred upon chief donators
of the ceremony.

More than a thousand images were istalled at a single
ceremony by Jinachandra at Mudasa (Rajasthan) chief
donator was Seth Jivar®) Pipadiw@l These images were later
on sent to a Jarge number of temples all over India  They
are found right from Amritsar to Madras and from Girnar to
Calcutta This ceremony took place on the Aksaya Tritiyg
of Sam. 1548 (1492 4 D)

Some twenty types of images were nstalled during this
age The largest number of 1mages were of ParsSvanitha, the
twentythird Tirthankara. Temples, pillars and other monu-
ments formed an important part of Bhattirakas® work.

6. Instruction

Preservation of manuscripts was the most valuable work
done 1n this age. Works on grammar, medicine, mathematics



12 Bhttaraka Sampradiya

and similar technical subjects, which were written by Jama
teachers of past, were regularly studied by the disciples of
every learned Bhattaraka. Several copies of these works were
prepared for this purpose only. The udyipana ceremony of
every Vrata usually consisted of a donation of some manu-
script to some Bhattiraka.

7. Social activities

By wirtue of thewr position as a religions teacher
Bhattarakas were above the level of caste distinctions But
this aspect of Hindu Culture had so much influence on Jaina
society that 1t could not be ignored. Every seat of Bhattarakas
was generally associated with one particular caste.

Bhattarakas often arranged long pilgrimages with a large
number of followers In this respect, Srutasigara Stiri’s visit
to Gajapantha and various pilgrimages of Devendrakirti (Third)
of Karanja are noteworthy. Bhattarakas sometimes looked
after the management of the holy places, for mstance, Shr
Mahaviryt was managed by Bhattarakas of Jaipur.

Many times, non-Jawn students came to recetvein learng
from Bhattiirakas. The names of Pt. Haji, Saiva Madhava,
Bhiipati Prijna MiSra and Dvija Visvanftha are notable in this
respect.

Bhattarakas were supposed to possess miraculous powers
ganed through some Mantras To walk through air, to remove
the effect of poson, to make stone-image speak are some of
the muracles ascribed to various Bhattaralkas

"The Mathas of Bhattarakas were centres of various soctal
functions, ‘This provided an occasion for preservation of
various arts, Many references are found to music, painting,
sculpture, dancing and other arts

8. Interrelations

There was no principle for which there could bea
sertous dispute between different seats of Bhattarakas Their
inter-relations rested entirely on personal attitude Sribhiisana
of Nanditatagichchha had worst relations with Vadichadra of
Balitkdragana, but Indrabhiisana of the same lme had good
relations with all,
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9, Other religious sects

References are found to various disputes between these
Bhattaraka Institution and Vedic scholars, SvetSmbara sect
and the Terpantha The last was particularly against the
system of Bhattdrakas. Disputes with Svetimbaras often
resulted from the question of possession of some holy places.

10 Relation with Rulers

No king was following Jainism i the age of Bhattarkas.
Some ministers, no doubt, were from Jaina families. There
was no hostility with any particular ruler. Jaina society
continued its work peacefully even during the reign of all
Moghul emperors Akbar recieved special honour for his
sympathetic attitude. Relations with the Tomar dynasty of
Gwalior also seem to be notably good  Visits to courts of
various Hindu and Muslim rulers are often referred to.

11. Conclusion '

Thus it would be clear that the Bhattaraka tradition play-
ed an 1mportant part in the history of Mediaeval Jaina society.
This book, though containing the account of only a part of
the tradition contans references to some 400 Bhatt&rakas,
their 175 disciples, 809 literary compositions, 90 temples, 81
castes; 100 rulers and 200 places. With more sources utilised,
their figures can be easily doubled.

The age. as it was, was not very glortous But some
personalities deserve attention. Jaina history will remam in-
complete without the mention of Sakalalurti, Subhachandra
and Jinachandra History of rse gives inspiration. History
of qownfall gives lessons Both are necsssaty for a growmg
society. With this view, we hope, this topic will recieve due
attention, though 1t was so far completely neglected.
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